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Dr Viviana Narotzky is an independent scholar, writer
and curator. She lectures internationally on design
and contemporary material culture, and curates
contemporary and 20C design exhibitions. Her
show 50 Years of Spanish Design’, which opened in
Barcelona in late 2010, was visited by over 197,000
people. It was Barcelona’s most successful design
exhibition ever. Narotzky's book 'La Barcelona del
Diseno’, published in 2008, explores the relationship
between design, architecture and local politics in
the Catalan city from the 1960s to the present day.

Among other academic positions, Viviana Narotzky has
been Senior Research Fellow and Acting Director at the
Centre for the Study the Domestic Interior based at the
Royal College of Art, Director of the History of Design MA
at Kingston University, and Senior Tutor on the History of
Design MA course run jointly by the Royal College of Art
and the Victoria & Albert Museum.
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On Common Ground
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“Can we share our emotions on specific locations in
the same way that we might sit shoulder to shoulder
on a bench on the pavement or side by side on a
bus?” Viviana Narotzky is a well-known Spanish
curator and designer active in the Barcelona and
British design circles. She proposed the “On Common
Ground” concept which incorporates the physical
places visited by people, maps that represent the
cities, to the abstract emotions of urban residents on
their cities. These multifaceted and concrete layers of
concepts integrate the objective to the subjective.

Each of the exhibited maps depict the life experiences
of the residents in Taipei City, red for happiness, white
for sorrow, black for danger, purple for romance,
and blue for health and work. Objective methods
are used to seek out the subjective city maps of the
dwellers so they can share and enrich each other’s
life experience.
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Workshop T{Eth

09.10(Sat) 14:00-17:00

Recreation Room, Taipei Artist Village
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10.14(Fri) 14:00-15:30
Songshan Cultural

and Creative Park, North side
of the Tobacco Factory

il 32 AR = b e 22 5% TRg

Where is your Taipei? Where did your happiest
moment happen? Where does your love live? What
is the route you take most often? Where would you
never want to go again? What location makes you
sad? Do you have a secret place?

Come and make your mark! Place your stickers and
mark your places on the only map that tells your
personal story of living in Taipei.
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Mark in RED (happiness and joy)

Where are your happy places, where you have
experienced joyful things? Where do you go to have a
good time with friends? Where do your best friends
live? What and where is your happiest memory?
What places in the city make you happy? Where do
you go when you want to celebrate something with
friends? Where do you go when you want to celebrate
something with family? Do you have happy childhood
memories related to locations in Taipei?
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Mark in PURPLE love and romance)

What is the most romantic place in Taipei? Places with
romantic memories for you? Where would you most
like to go on a romantic date? Think of the people you
love the most — where do they live? Where would you
go to celebrate a wedding anniversary? Where did you
or would you get married? What is the place you love
the most in all the city?
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Mark in BLACK (danger)

Are there places where you feel unsafe? Are there
places where you felt scared as a child? Have you
been in danger in Taipei, and where? Have you had
an accident in the city? Did you get hurt somewhere?
Are there areas you have never been to, but think of
as dangerous or unsafe? Areas that you think are
unhealthy? Are there places where you think that
violent things might happen?
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Mark in WHITE (sad)

Where would you never want to go again? What
location makes you sad? What places make you think
of loss? Can you mark the places where you have
cried? Where did something happen that made you
feel unhappy?
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Mark in BLUE (work and professional)

Where do you work? Where did you work in the past?
Where do you / did you study? What locations do you
often use in a professional capacity? Do you have a
favourite meeting place or places for work meetings
outside the office? Where do you go for socialising with
colleagues?
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Mark in GREEN (health and wellbeing)

Where do you go for walks? Please mark the routes.

Is there a special place that helps you calm down, or
relax? What places have a strong spiritual meaning for
you? Where do you exercise? Where do you go when
you want to find nature in the city?
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Routes

Please mark on the map the routes you take most
often. If there is a special place that has strong
personal meaning for you, please mark it on the
map with an ORANGE CROSS. You can also mark as
many other places as you want, please write a short
explanation of what it means to you.
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First week in Taipei - so much to take in! It has gone
very fast, and | still feel like | only just arrived, and
been busy with the jetlag and getting used to the
heat. The location at Treasure Hill Artists Village is
wonderful, a very special place full of character and
history.

On the up side, it has been really great to meet my
fellow residents, and the team at Archicake. We
all had a welcome dinner shortly after | arrived,
with great company and the most delicious food,
and | look forward to sampling more of that!

AEINFE—RBEATEY | BEBAGRR - H8
BRECHETREEE  BNEERFENEER
BMIARF - RYMEFMERERERE TR : FEME
AN NBRBAEN - MERBERIKRIEREE  RA
ANATREEEmE LIE - N8 - BUBEIREEHERNEE
MRELRET - REEAAPEE—EERNEH
% - BRERE LEEMZEEALIE - BHAE
BRI B SRR - BRERAIHEL @{i » {8
BERBENERNEGEA - 5—70H @ FESEERH
HhEEAY AT A SRR ST - MR EE ?ﬁ BLXR
TUEMBIEREVD - RRAEBRE - RYMIERLE -
PR KR EZERIER |

Week 1.
08.12-8.19



Week 2.
08.20-8.26

These first few days have mostly been about
encountering Taipei for the first time, getting a feel
for its energy and the way everything looks and works
here, and slowly discovering new neighbourhoods. |
was surprised by how much the physical bricks and
mortar of the city still carry the imprint of the Japanese
occupation: the colours, the surface finishes of buildings
and streets. | have been drawn by the colour palette
and geometry of the streets and the patterns under
my feet as | walk along - this is the ground zero of
the ‘common ground’ that's the starting point for my
project, so | have started documenting it and would
like to find a way of incorporating it into the final work.
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Week 3.
08.27-09.02

| have now settled in both in terms of starting to develop the project here in Taipei,
and becoming part of the small community of designers in residence brought here
thanks to the WDC initiative. It's been a pleasure to see the other designers’ work,
participate in their workshops, and be part of the energy here. Not least with my
first experience of KTV, the local version of karaoke, a sensational and incredibly
fun evening where | got to meet many other people involved in WDC.

| also had the opportunity to visit Mr Yu-Ting Chou, CEO of MAP, one of the main
mapmaking companies in Taiwan. It was a real pleasure to meet him, and to learn
more about his business and about the challenges of mapmaking. He took an
interest in the project and has very kindly sponsored me with materials for my
work and maps for the upcoming workshop.

Last week-end was the Treasure Hill Artists Village Open Day, organised by
designer in residence Siem Nozza as part of his DIT is Taipei event. It was a
fantastic community event linking local Treasure Hill residents, designers and
artists, and WDC people.

| thought it would offer an ideal context to launch my project, so | developed
the crowdsourced installation Your City Your Life asking visitors to locate their
emotional life onto a giant map of Taipei. | was incredibly pleased by the result,
and the degree of participation. Everybody was really excited and keen to mark the
places that meant something special to them - whole families, groups of friends,
all of them having a great time.

| have also continued documenting with photography the ground under my feet.
Taipei offers an incredible range and variation of very distinctive and unique
colours, textures and grids that are the real flesh and bones of the streets
that maps represent cartographically. So | am working on and developing the
two opposite ends of subjective mapping: the ground as the visual, physical
underpinning of maps, and the soft mapping of emotional life in the city.
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Week 4.
09.03-09.09

A busy week! The Emotional Mapping workshop was on Saturday, and there was
some preparing to do.

The large map installation has been up and running all week at the Frontier
Gallery at Treasure Hill. It's been wonderful to see the map grow, with new
contributions every day. Every single marking tells a story, of people going for
walks in their favourite park, playing with slugs when they were kids, crashing
their scooter or falling in love on their first date. It's really exciting and quite
moving too, seeing all these personal stories shared on the map. We took the
installation down on Friday and put it up again during the Saturday workshop.

Which was great. At least for me, as | had a wonderful time working with
everybody on developing their own, personal maps of Taipei, exploring what the
city they live in means to them, and sharing the results with everyone. We started
off by drawing up a mind map of Taipei from memory, which turned out to be even
more interesting than | was expecting.

A lot of different approaches, all very creative and visually distinctive, all of them
focused on extremely personal visions of the city and the areas that are most
meaningful to each one. | really loved the results. Then we moved on to the printed
maps, going through different emotions and colours, slowly filling them in with
information. A kind of DIY low-res insta-psychogeography. Then we transferred
some of the data onto the large map - areas inhabited by dangerous ghosts, lots
of eating-and-walking routes, sections of the city meaningful because of historical
landmarks that are no more, family, friends, breakups, community, scooter rides
and traffic jams.

| was really bowled over by the enthusiasm and generosity that everyone showed,
in sharing aspects of their lives that were sometimes quite poignantly personal.

| also had a very useful meeting at the Archicake offices, discussing two talks |
will make over the next few weeks, and some aspects of the exhibition, whose
design seems to have changed since our first meeting. It looks like instead of
having separate 3m2 sections for each one of us, we will all now be sharing one
same space. I'm still not sure how everything will be distributed but no doubt it
will become clear over the next few days.
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Week 5.
09.10-09.16

On Monday | visited Shuwei Huang, a Professor of
Sociology at National Taiwan University. Irene Yeh
though his work on the city would be a good starting
point for me to get a better sense of the issues in taipeli,
and indeed it proved to be a really interesting, long
conversation. | learned a lot about Taipei's history and
its urban development, the main issues it faces, and the
changes it has been through in its recent history. Thank
you Shuweil! | enjoyed the visit very much and it provided
me with some much needed background. Having a
browse through Shuwei's bookshelves, as one does, |
came face to face with an old “friend”, Generalisimo
Franco of Spain, pictured on the cover of a book by Erik
Swyngedow, Liquid Power - there he was, inaugurating
a dam, as | remember him doing in so many state
newsreels of my childhood. So far from home! | also
learned about the South Airport apartments, built in
1976 and one of the earliest large modernist housing
complexes in the city. They have since become a hub for
various attempts at urban community building, and I'm
hoping to visit them next week.

Wednesday was typhoon day, and although Taipei
itself was spared the worst of it, it was still very rainy
and incredibly windy. But otherwise, I've been taking
some more time this week to explore new areas of the
city, Typhoon Meranti permitting. A highlight for sure
was Dihua street, which | visited with Irene and fellow
designers Sayaka Yamamoto and Boaz Cohen of BCXSY.
A fantastic street, with charming low-storey Western-
style buildings, some of them beautiful brick structures
with columns and archways. The street is one shop after
another, mostly Chinese medicine sellers, dried seafood
vendors, some lovely renovated cafés and a spattering
of new craft shops. Early gentrification is already leaving
its mark on Dihua, and while | have misgivings about
the process and the problems it always brings along, it's
still exciting to see it budding on the streets of Taipei. At
the bottom of the street is a large textile market which
also has a whole floor where you can get a sewing
done or custom embroidery on textiles. Unfortunately
it was closed so | will need to visit again, and find out
whether it's something | can use for my project.It’s the
Moon Festival! Everybody's offering me mooncakes and
pomelo, and the streets smell of barbecue all day long.
I'm loving Taipei more and more.
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Week 6.

09.17-09.23

Had a great time over the week-end trying my hand at
some printmaking. Judy Lou set up a small workshop
at the Poetry Coffee, and a few of us had a blast all
morning making small plates and hand printing them on
postcard size thin cardboard. And having coffee. All now
on sale there if you happen to go to Treasure Hill!

I've been reading about Taipei, and how the shape of
the city has evolved in recent times. The development
of the urban grid; the shopping arcades that protect
walkers from the weather and create an inside-outside
liminal space along so many of the streets here. When
the Chinese government took over control of Taiwan
from the Japanese after WW2, they changed the names
of the streets to those of Chinese cities, following their
geographical location. Eastern cities on the East of
Taipei, Northen cities on the North, etc. So that if you
look at a map of Taipei and the names of its streets,
you can actually see a version of the map of China.
The power of cartography and representation, or the
representation of power through cartography...

Went back to Yongle Fabric Market — what a spectacular
place. A complete sensory overload of colours and
patterns and feathers and shiny textiles with flowers
and birds and also, to make it just perfect, a whole floor
of seamstresses and pattern cutters and highly skilled
people transforming all of that material into stuff you
can actually use. With the help of Irene providing much-
needed translation, we managed to find a wonderful
woman who was ready to take on the challenge of
sewing together 26 paper maps measuring 90x65cm
each. We will come back next week with the goods and
the detailed instructions. Very exciting.
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Week 7.
09.24-09.30

| finally had a meeting with CPH at archicake to discuss
the design of the exhibition and how best to display my
work. | was getting worried that time is running out, and
| had too little information to make the decisions needed
to produce the final pieces. It was such a productive
meeting - he made some great suggestions and really
engaged with what | felt | needed to present my work in
the best possible way. I'm now clear about what | need to
do, and what the next steps will be.

Worked more on the photographic side of the project
this week, creating series of pavement mosaics from the
more than 200 images | have so far. I'm using the Layout
App, which is both truly fantastic and extremely limited.
But | actually love having to work within the constraints
of the medium, and learning to develop a good working
relationship with the app’s algorithm - letting it do its
thing, tweaking and changing but also respecting its
more idiosyncratic suggestions.

We took the bullet train on Monday to go all the way
South to Kaohsian, where we have located a digital
embroidery facility that will be able to turn some of the
pavement mosaic photographic pieces into embroidery.
The sample looked fantastic! It's certainly not cheap
however, so will have to commission work within
reasonable limits.

Another week, another typhoon. This one actually hit
close to home, the morning after recon around Treasure
Hill showed broken trees, torn down fences and a brick
wall blown to smithereens.
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The maps are finally all sewn together and backed
with fabric. | went to pick them up at Yongle Market.
They needed two people to work on them, they said,
as the size of it kept getting larger and they became
difficult to move and control. But they've done a
fantastic job. | took the lot over to archicake and
we had a final chat about the display structure and
what the best dimensions would be. | also got the
final size for the large mosaic of Taipei pavement
photographs that will be printed on vinyl and will
cover the ground in the area where my project will
be displayed.

| have been working on that large mosaic with the
design studio TwoPoints.Net from Hamburg. They
have created a really beautiful image, based on a
traditional Chinese pattern, and the result reminds
me somewhat of the hydraulic mosaics that cover
many floors in the turn of the century apartments
in Barcelona. So, a nice mix of referents. It's all
coming together, and I'm really looking forward to
the exhibition!

| also gave a lecture at Taiwan Technological
University, on the transformation of Barcelona
from the 1980s, and talked about urban change
and the Barcelona model of urban regeneration.
Very good attendance, and lots of great questions
at the end of the session.

My interview for Village Taipei has now been
published online, a very nice piece by Yun-Shiuan
Hsieh.

For complete diary, please visit our Facebook page
@DesignerinResidence
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