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78 24 K34 16 whrey AR
Y Eucalyptus tereticornis Forest red gum 25% 500
JilEE s Eucalyptus microcorys Tallow wood 25% 500
KEW Eucalyptus robusta Swamp mahogany 10% 200
INRIK AR Eucalyptus propinqua Small-fruited grey gum 10% 200
RS Eucalyptus biturbanata Grey gum 10% 200
Tt A #% Eucalyptus resinifera Red mahogany 10% 200
D Eucalyptus maculata Spotted gum 5% 100
B % Eucalyptus amplifolia Mountain blue gum 2.5% 50
H Eucalyptus dunnii Dunn’s white gum 2.5% 50
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Koala acquisition and husbandry at Taipei Zoo

Shao-wen Kao*, Pao-chung Chen*, Sheng-hsiung Yang* and Hui-ling Shieh**

Abstract

Koala ( Phascolarctos cinereus, Goldfuss ) is an unique Australian marsupial
that is popular among zoo visitors. Through the animal display, zoos can extend
and enforce their conservation information and education from the significantly
increasing visitors to the public. Taipei Zoo has made a lot of efforts to cooper -
ate with Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, Australia as a program of breeding loan
and to be supported for importing 3 male and 2 female koalas. The preparation
included establishing for an exhibition, eucalyptus ( Eucalyptus spp. ) planta -
tion, training for the animal husbandry, and arrangement for animal transporta —
tion. It took 3 years after approved by Australian conservation authority to
import the first 2 male koalas in 1999. After supervising and investigating the
keeping condition of koala at Taipei Zoo, the conservation authority qualified
Taipei Zoo to import another group of koalas ( lmale and 2 females ) in 2001
for making an overseas koala colony. On keeping these koalas at the initial
stage, we found supplement of food as the most crucial factor for developing and
regulating the fastidious captive animal.

Key words: koala, breeding loan, eucalyptus plantation, animal husbandry

* Taipei Zoo, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.
** architect
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