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A Study of Transit-Oriented Development in Hong Kong vs.
Land Development in Taipei Metropolitan Area
Chung-Ming Fang'

Abstract

Transit-oriented development (TOD) is the planning concept trend for the Taipei MRT integrated
development program. Based on the spirit of TOD, high-density land development is implemented along
MRT network corridors coupled with other forms of public transportation and foot traffic to increase
public transportation use and reduce private vehicle use. According to the spirit of TOD, economic
advantages created by MRT stations will be fully used to carry out high-density and diverse land use,
boosting the interactive relationship between urban MRT construction and adjacent land use. On one
hand, the MRT stimulates integrated development of the land along the routes and boosts business
opportunities for the facilities around MRT stations and appreciation of land prices. On the other hand,
land use changes have increased demand for MRT services, forming a mutually beneficial cycle.

The development of the Hong Kong Mass Transit Railway (MTR) is a typical example of applying
TOD to community development. The MTR provides convenient public transportation and boosts urban
development. Through planning and design, stations and their neighboring properties have been integrated
into a comprehensive community combining the functionality of housing, shopping, transportation,
job opportunities, and entertainment into a single whole. Based on 30 years of successful experience of
“railway and property development management,” MTR Corporation Ltd. could afford to cover 15% of the
construction cost from property development profits from the early Kwun Tong Line, Tsuen Wan Line, and
Island Line, and 83% of the Airport Express Line. The increased return on investment of the MTR has made
MTR Corporation Ltd. become the one and only profitable railway transportation corporation in the world.
Keywords: transit-oriented development (TOD), Hong Kong MTR, joint development
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