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A Perspective on Public Transportation Development in Taipei
Based on the Development Experience of Ile-de-France

Yeh Chao-Fu
Abstract

With a public transportation system that has been developed for more than a century, Ile-
de-France not only boasts a diverse range of transportation services, the length of its network,
and ridership volumes all meet world standards. Also, it claims its public transportation system
can provide valuable reference and serve as a model for emerging cities when developing public
transportation. However, over the past 30 years the modal split of public transportation in Ile-de-
France has shown signs of stagnation. This implys that the development of public transportation
has encountered a bottleneck and cannot meet the expectations of the majority of the public. As a
result, in addition to the enhancement of a comprehensive network, the authority has been actively
improving service quality and providing new transportation options to increase the ridership of
public transportation.

Learning from the development experience of the Ile-de-France, Taipei City Department of
Rapid Transit Systems (DORTS) has been thinking over the blueprint of public transportation
development in the Taipei metropolis. In addition to a continual expansion of the public
transportation network, DORTS needs to be more creative by combining urban images with
regional culture and integrating with other transportation modes. Constructing a comprehensive and
convenient public transportation network through an international perspective and local thinking
to enhance the public’s sense of identification is the top priority for the development of public
transportation in the Taipei metropolitan.
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